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KHAf?lA. 

Kliayia is the dialect of a oultivating tribe in Cliota Nagpur, The number of 
speakers is about 80,000. 

Kharia is properly the name of the tribe, and not of the language. We do not 
Name of the language. know the original meaning of the word. It is possible 

that it has something to do with the common word for 
*man' in the Munda languages, Santali hd)% Kurku koro. We are not, however, in a 
position to settle the question. 

The Kharias are found over a wide tract of country, from Bankura in the east 
. . to the Chhattisi?arh Feudatory States in the west. Thev 

Area within which spoken. t •! i . 11 ., 

are divided into several sub-tribes, and are mainly 
cultivators. We do not know anything with certainty about their origin and old 
wanderings. 

Many Kharias have abandoned their original language for some Aryan or Bravidian 
form of speech. The territory within which Kharia is spoken does not, therefore, 
coincide with the home of the tribe. 

The stronghold of the Kharia language is the south-western corner of Ranclii and 
the adjoining portions of Jashpur and Gangpur. Speakers are also scattered over 
Udaipur, Raigarh, and Sarangarh, The Kharias of the Orissa Tributary States, of 
Bonai and Sambalpur, and probably also those in Bamra, Rairakhol, and Patna, speak 
Kuruki. Those living in Manbhum and Bankura speak a corrupt Bengali, and those 
in Sarguja Ohhattisgarhi. The members of the tribe living in the Sarguja State, however, 
are able to translate some words into Mundari which they apparently consider as their 
old home-tongae. 

Some of the Kharias of the Jashpur State have been returned under the head of 
Birhar, i.e., * wood-men.' Their language is, however, Kliaria, and Birhar is probably 
the name given to them by their Munda neighbours. Their own word for *man' is leha 
as in Kharia. 

Kharia is a dying language, and it is probably very corrupt in those districts where 
it is only spoken by very few individuals. In Ranchi, J ashpiir, Raigarh, and Sarangarh, 
the dialect is everywhere the same. 

,^ . - , The number of speakers has been estimated as follows for 

Number of speakers. ^ 

the purposes of this Survey : — 

A.— Spoken at home— 

Bengaii Peesidenct— • 

Bankura • • < . ...... I5G 

HaneW 08,321 

Jashpur State ......... 2,500 

Udaipur State •..•.-... 7^ 

Total Bexgal . 71,056 

ClKTKAL PPvOVWCCS — 

Sarangarh . ..,,,•. ♦ • . 496 

Total . 71,552 



KHARIA. 



191 



B.— Spoken abroad— 

Assam — 

Darrang . 
Lakhimpur . 



200 
420 



TOTAI, 



GEAND TOTAL 



620 



72,172 



Of the 2,500 speakers enumerated in the Jashpur State, 500 were reported to speak 
Birhar. See abovre. The 156 Kharias in Bankura have now abandoned their natiro 
tongue and speak a corrupt Bengali. This fact escaped notice when the Bengali section 
of the Surrey was canied through the press, and the figures have therefore been shown 
in this place. No speakers were returned from Kaigarh. 

The corresponding returns at the last Census of 1901 were as follows :— 
Behgac, Presidency— 

Bank nro, , 

Hooghlj 

Jalpaigtiii 

Darjeeling • . 

Rangpur , , 

Bogra . • 

Sontbal Parganas' . 

Angaland Khondmals 

Hanclii . 

Singbhnm 

Kuch Bihar , 

Chota Nagpur Tributary States 



Total B 



Centhal Provinces- 
Raigarh 
Sarangarb 
Bamra . 
Bairakhol 
Patiia 



Andamans and NicobarS 
Assam • • • 



Total C 



224 

135 

3,779 

137 

1 

210 

8 

17 

49,784 

310 

1 

23,798 



NGAL PuESIDKKXY 



78,424 



1,758 
1 

ns 

124 
41 



NTRAL PkOVISCES 



2,162 

1 
1.919 



GBAKD TOTAL . 82,506 



Some of the speakers in the Chota Nagpur Tributary Slates piobably speak Kuruki 
and not Iv haria. The same is probably the case with those returned from Bamra, Bai- 
rakhol, and Patna. The returns from the districts in the Bengal Presidency where no 
mention of Kharia was made in tlie local estimates should probably be shown under 
Bengali. No further information has, however, been available, and I have therefore 
simply reproduced the Census figures. I have only excluded the Kharias returned from 
the Orissa Tributary States, because they certainly speak Kurnki. 
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